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1 A. Shana is a 17-year-old mother of two children: Chris who is two and Cara who is 
nine months old. Shana has been involved with Child Protective Services most of 
her life. She spent her childhood moving in and out of foster care, and currently 
lives in a foster home. Her children are also in foster care. Shana will soon be 18 
and will have to leave foster care and get her own apartment and job. Her 22-
year-old boyfriend, Michael, who is the father of both children, is currently in jail 
for domestic violence and is expected to get out soon. Shana’s mother, Patricia, 
is furious with her for “letting a man beat her,” but she also feels guilty because 
she knows that Shana had to live with her mother’s abusive boyfriend during the 
early part of her childhood. This abusive relationship began Shana’s involvement 
with Children and Youth. There have been several attempts to reunify Shana with 
her mother that were unsuccessful. Shana has expressed her interest in finding a 
way to live independently and take care of her two children. Although Patricia still 
expresses a willingness to support Shana, Shana feels alone and without much 
support. Shana’s current caseworker referred her to Family Group Decision 
Making.  

 
 

Identify what we know from the scenario 
 
 
Identify what the purpose of the conference might be 
 
 
Identify what the bottom line concerns might be 
 
 
What are the safety concerns that need to be addressed to hold the conference? 
 
 
Identify possible participants – who would you talk to in order to gain information 
 
 
Determine if a support person is necessary – for whom 
 
 
Determine if the batterer should be present? If the batterer cannot be present, how 
would you include his voice in the conference? 
 
 
Would you continue coordination with this family? 
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1 B. Shana is a 17-year-old mother of two children: Chris who is two and Cara who is 
nine months old. Shana has been involved with Child Protective Services most of 
her life. She spent her childhood moving in and out of foster care, and currently 
lives in a foster home. Her children are also in foster care. Shana will soon be 18 
and will have to leave foster care and get her own apartment and job. Her 22-
year-old boyfriend, Michael, who is the father of both children, is currently in jail 
for domestic violence and is expected to get out soon. Shana’s mother, Patricia, 
is furious with her for “letting a man beat her,” but she also feels guilty because 
she knows that Shana had to live with her mother’s abusive boyfriend during the 
early part of her childhood. This abusive relationship began Shana’s involvement 
with Children and Youth. There have been several attempts to reunify Shana with 
her mother that were unsuccessful. Shana has expressed her interest in finding a 
way to live independently from the “system” and take care of her two children. 
Although Patricia still expresses a willingness to support Shana, Shana still feels 
alone and without much support. She is determined to stay with her boyfriend 
and has often told her caseworker of she has plans for Michael and her to live 
together when he is released from prison. Shana’s current caseworker referred 
her to Family Group Decision Making.  

 
Identify what we know from the scenario 
 
 
Identify what the purpose of the conference would be 
 
 
Identify what the bottom line concerns are 
 
 
What are the safety concerns that need to be addressed to hold the conference? 
 
 
Identify possible participants – who would you talk to in order to gain information 
 
 
Determine if a support person is necessary – for whom 
 
 
Determine if the batterer should be present? If the batterer cannot be present, how 
would you include his voice in the conference? 
 
 
Would you continue coordination with this family? 
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2 A. For assaulting his wife Kim, Jeffrey was issued a protection from abuse order 
requiring that he move out of the apartment he shared with Kim and their only 
child, four year-old Kristen. Jeffrey is 25 years old. He is currently living with his 
mother and younger siblings a few towns away from his wife and daughter. 
Jeffrey’s mother has taken responsibility for keeping Jeffrey in compliance with 
the restraining order and thinks his behavior toward Kim is reckless and 
unacceptable. Jeffrey sees Kristen at visits supervised by his mother. Kim and 
Jeffrey do not speak to each other at all. Kim has no intention of getting back 
together with Jeffrey, but for the sake of their daughter, she wants Jeffrey to stop 
being violent. Children and Youth is considering closing the case. 

 
 

Identify what we know from the scenario 
 
 
Identify what the purpose of the conference would be 
 
 
Identify what the bottom line concerns are 
 
 
What are the safety concerns that need to be addressed to hold the conference? 
 
 
Identify possible participants – who would you talk to in order to gain information 
 
 
Determine if a support person is necessary – for whom 
 
 
Determine if the batterer should be present? If the batterer cannot be present, how 
would you include his voice in the conference? 
 
 
Would you continue coordination with this family? 
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2 B. For assaulting his wife Kim, Jeffrey was issued a court restraining order requiring 
that he move out of the apartment he shared with Kim and their only child, four 
year-old Kristen. Jeffrey is 25 years old. Until recently, Jeffery was living with his 
mother and younger siblings a few towns away from his wife and daughter. At 
this time he is currently residing is the same town as Kim. Jeffrey’s mother has 
been taking responsibility for keeping Jeffrey in compliance with the restraining 
order and continues to think his behavior toward Kim is reckless and 
unacceptable. Jeffrey still sees Kristen at visits supervised by his mother. Kim 
and Jeffrey do not speak to each other at all. Kim has no intention of getting back 
together with Jeffrey, but for the sake of their daughter, she wants Jeffrey to stop 
being violent. Children and Youth is considering closing the case. 

 
Identify what we know from the scenario 
 
 
Identify what the purpose of the conference would be 
 
 
Identify what the bottom line concerns are 
 
 
What are the safety concerns that need to be addressed to hold the conference? 
 
 
Identify possible participants – who would you talk to in order to gain information 
 
 
Determine if a support person is necessary – for whom 
 
 
Determine if the batterer should be present? If the batterer cannot be present, how 
would you include his voice in the conference? 
 
 
Would you continue coordination with this family? 
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3 A.  Jeanie and Calvin have been married for 10 years and have six children. Calvin 
has been in and out of substance abuse treatment programs and is currently 
living in a residential treatment halfway house. He has been sober for one year. 
Jeanie supports his sobriety because she believes if he is sober, he will not be 
abusive or scary. He hit her once three years ago, and while drinking he has also 
broken things in the house and acted “crazy.” While he was getting substance 
abuse treatment in the halfway house, it was recommended that Calvin also 
attend a group for men who batter. Calvin has been participating faithfully in that 
program and Jeanie has been able to follow his progress by maintaining her own 
contact with the program. Calvin is supposed to come home in three months.  

 
 

Identify what we know from the scenario 
 
 
Identify what the purpose of the conference would be 
 
 
Identify what the bottom line concerns are 
 
 
What are the safety concerns that need to be addressed to hold the conference? 
 
 
Identify possible participants – who would you talk to in order to gain information 
 
 
Determine if a support person is necessary – for whom 
 
 
Determine if the batterer should be present? If the batterer cannot be present, how 
would you include his voice in the conference? 
 
 
Would you continue coordination with this family? 
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3 B. Jeanie and Calvin have been married for 10 years and have six children. Calvin 
has been in and out of substance abuse treatment programs and is currently 
living in a residential treatment halfway house. He has been sober for one year. 
Jeanie supports his sobriety because she believes if he is sober, he will not be 
abusive or scary. He hit her once three years ago, and while drinking he has also 
broken things in the house and acted “crazy.” While he was getting substance 
abuse treatment in the halfway house, it was recommended that Calvin also 
attend a group for men who batter. Calvin has been participating faithfully in that 
program and Jeanie has been able to follow his progress by maintaining her own 
contact with the program. Calvin has continued to “check on” Jeanie while in the 
treatment. Calvin is supposed to come home in three months. Jeanie has been 
working part time in order to support her children while Calvin was in treatment. 
She indicated that she will soon have to give up her job since Calvin doesn’t like 
her to work. Jeanie indicated that she really enjoyed working because she got to 
meet a lot of people. Her home is so far out in the country that she is very 
isolated. The family has one vehicle which Calvin will use upon his return. Both 
Jeanie and Calvin have extended family; however, they all live several states 
away. 

 
 

Identify what we know from the scenario 
 
 
Identify what the purpose of the conference would be 
 
 
Identify what the bottom line concerns are 
 
 
What are the safety concerns that need to be addressed to hold the conference? 
 
 
Identify possible participants – who would you talk to in order to gain information 
 
 
Determine if a support person is necessary – for whom 
 
 
Determine if the batterer should be present? If the batterer cannot be present, how 
would you include his voice in the conference? 
 
 
Would you continue coordination with this family? 
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